Rachael rebukes the “Tam Yorick” exhibit on Kung Fu Panda 3 
classic Lawrence display in the Linda proves Jowi wrong. 
stereotypes. Hummel-Shea Artspace. 
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THE ST OpENT 
ENGAGEMENT 
CENTER IS NOW 
HIRING 

NEw STUDENT 
ORIENTATION 
LEADERS! 


New Student Orientation is a 
program designed for students 
new to NECC that are registered 
for six credits or more. The ob- 
jective for this program is to 
familiarize students with cam- 
pus resources and opportunities 
while providing them with the 
skills necessary to be a successful 
member of NECC community. 

Applications are available in 
the Student Engagement Center, 
D125 or L133 or online, and are 
due Friday, March 4th at 5PM. 


SPRING 2016 
HONORS PROJECT 
PROPOSALS DUE AT 
NOON ON FEs. 16 


An honors project is a research 
paper, field experiment, or cre- 
ative project completed in one 
of your current courses. You will 
write a paper, present the project 
to your class and attend the Hon- 
ors Poster Session. 

Commonealth Honors Project 
Proposal Forms are available out- 
side C317B or online at: http:// 
Wwww.necc.mass.edu/academics/ 
enrichment/honors/. Submit to 
Ginger Hurajt, Honors Coordina- 
tor at ghurajt@necc.mass.edu or 
in person at C317B. 

There is no cost for complet- 
ing an honors project and the 
reward is in achieving academic 
recognition for your efforts. 


FEBRUARY EVENTS 
AT THE Sports & 
Fitness CENTER 


Fun events are hosted by the 
Sports & Fitness Center on the 
Haverhill campus several days 
every month from noon - | p.m. 
including floor hockey, pool, mat 
ball and ping pong tournaments. 

Check the bulletin boards for 
a full listing of events. There is 
something available for everyone. 


2016 


Today at noon, the Contempo- 
rary Affairs Club will be hosting a 
discussion about the current polit- 
ical situation. 

With the Iowa caucuses held 
this past Monday and the New 
Hampshire primaries coming up 
on Feb. 9, there has never been a 


aistunis 80 -° 


more important time for citizens 
to become educated about our po- 
litical options. With the diversity 
of candidates available, our votes 
count now perhaps more than at 
any other time in the past. Join 
your peers today in an open forum 
discussion hosted by Professor 


Photo courtesy of ASU Creative Commons 


Stephen Russell and learn how 
you can do your part to support 
our democratic system. 

This free event will be held in 
C108 and more information about 
the voting process appears on page 
4. 


Construction is underway 


= a Crews have been busy preparing rooms on 
mal the first floor of the B building which will 
soon accomodate additional classrooms. This 
phase of construction is in preparation of the 
closing of the Spurk building for renovations 
this upcoming summer. The full renovation 
plan'can be viewed on NECC’s website. 


Photo by Kim Whiting 


Photo by Kyle Benson 
The Knights broke a three-game losing streak with back-to-back division wins to put them 
in fourth place. Fighting for better playoff positioning with three games left, the next game 
is on Feb. 4th at Massasoit Community College. Full sports coverage on pages 10 and 11. 
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Globe circulation problems an ill omen 
for the future of traditional journalism 


Distribution gaffes 
have caused 
dedicated customers 


to unsubscribe 
By Kim Wuitinc 
Editor-in-Chief 

In part, my passion for the 
news developed over the past 
10 years as a carrier for Publish- 
er’s Circulation Fulfillment, Inc. 
(PCF) delivering an assortment 
of publications, including the 
Boston Herald, The New York 
Times, The Wall Street Journal 
and primarily The Boston Globe. 
The job is harder than most peo- 
ple realize, but also far more im- 
portant, because the news needs 
to be distributed in order for it to 
be meaningful or effective. I take 
pride in the work and ensure that 
the news is available to those that 
want it because without access to 
news, free speech and democracy 
do not really exist. Thomas Jef- 
ferson said, “Were it left to me to 


decide whether we should have a 
government without newspapers, 
or newspapers without a govern- 
ment, I should not hesitate a mo- 
ment to prefer the latter.” 

The future of print journal- 
ism, though, has been increas- 
ingly uncertain over recent years, 
with the availability of technolo- 
gy making paper and ink nearly 
obsolete. Newspaper subscrip- 
tions have ebbed and flowed over 
many decades but have been on a 
steady decline of about 8 percent 
per year over the last decade, ac- 
cording to The Guardian in a July 
2014 article. 

This decline is not entirely due 
to the Internet, as many believe. 
It began long before that with 
the introduction of television in 
the 1950s which gave people a 
new source of daily news. This 
was new and fast and cheap and 
replaced the newspaper subscrip- 
tion in many homes. This visual 
media appealed to advertisers as 
much as to the audiences and that 
revenue became more elusive to 
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the newspapers which had pre- 
viously been the best option for 
large scale marketing. So much 
of our capitalist economy is de- 
pendent on advertising that this is 
one of the most competitive mar- 
kets there is. 

Once the Internet took off in 
the late 1990s, sites like Craig- 
slist began to offer a free and 
more immediate source for those 
posting classified ads, former- 
ly another source of revenue for 
newspapers, which have now 
mostly eliminated this section en- 
tirely. The immediate availability 
of breaking news from all over 
the world and the opportunity 
for even more targeted marketing 
created an even greater decline in 
the demand for printed material 
and publishers had to offer other 
forms of media to keep the inter- 
est of an ever changing popula- 
tion. Print newspapers through- 
out the U.S. are closing at an 
alarming rate. 


Continued on page 9 
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Pulitzer Prizes line the walls of The Boston Globe’s office, 


indicating the strength of the journalism on display there. 


What Valentine’s gift 
would you like to get? 


“Twizzlers.” 


R.J. SCARELLI 
Elementary Education 


NATALIE FOTHERGILL 
Early Childhood Education 


“A kiss from 
my girlfriend.” 


“Art supplies.” 


JAMES GAUDREAU 
Psychology 


JACK McKELLIGET 
Fine Arts 


“Stuffed animals.” 


YVETTE MARTINEZ 
Human Services 


SusAN CLANCY 
Human Services 
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Lawrence pride never goes away 


Decades of stigma won t break the | 


pride of a true Lawrencian 


By RACHAEL SARCIONE 
Opinion Editor 


Whether or not they want to 
admit it, most NECC students 
and Merrimack Valley residents 
have major ties to the city of 
Lawrence. When meeting some- 
one for the first time, a common 
topic of conversation is based on 
where people grew up. For some 
reason, when I tell people that I 
was born and raised in Lawrence, 
a common reaction is “Oh my 
god! That place is a cesspool.” 
I realize that people’s thoughts 
and opinions are sometimes car- 
bon-copied from the psyche of 
their parents and they can’t help 
but unleash this learned igno- 
rance on to others, but I just want 
to scream in their face, “THAT’S 
MY HOME YOU’RE TALKING 
ABOUT!” 

People seem to have latched 
onto the misconception that bad 
things can’t happen in so-called 
“good neighborhoods.” But if 
you take a closer look, you’ll see 
that every city or town has bur- 
glary, corruption, drug dealers 
and sex offenders. 

Unfortunately, I have often 
been the victim of comments like, 
“They should just burn that place 
to the ground” or “Would you 
mind coming to my place? My 
husband wouldn’t allow me to go 
to Lawrence with my new car.” 
This sounds ridiculous to me, 
because I know that latter wom- 
an’s husband, and I’ve never seen 
anyone from Lawrence act like 
him before. But I think the com- 
ment that confuses me the most is 
when someone says, “They need 
to get all the immigrants out of 
there.” Exactly which immigrants 
are they referring to? 

Some of you may have been 
taught that your great-grandpar- 
ents were native Lawrencians 
and that the majority of immi- 
grants have come to Lawrence 
from Puerto Rico or the Domin- 
ican Republic and are responsible 


for the city being economically 
challenged. Although your views 
sicken me, it’s not your fault for 
having been brainwashed to think 
like an intolerant snob. 

The nickname “Immigrant 
City” goes back to the 1850s 
when industrialist Abbott Law- 
rence and his colleagues helped 
to create thousands of jobs for 
your ancestors who migrated here 
from Ireland, Germany, Canada, 
Italy, Poland and England just to 
name a few. 

Lawrence became an indus- 
try-rich city and was thriving 
for decades, becoming a leading 
manufacturer of woolen textiles, 
wood and paper. Eventually the 
economy began to fall and Law- 
rence was considered one of the 
poorest cities in Massachusetts. 

In the 80s and 90s, more 
Hispanic immigrants came to 
Lawrence in search of their own 
American dream, starting to help 
rebuild the city that was long 
given up on by many of the Eu- 
ropean immigrants. As small 
businesses were established, and 
many of the city’s abandoned 
churches were given new life by 
evangelistic congregations run by 
families that believed in the city’s 
potential, Lawrence got back on 
the road to greatness again. 

Essex Street is now boom- 
ing with restaurants, clothing 
boutiques and furniture stores. 
Broadway is now home to more 
than 20 barbershops and beauty 
salons. 

Although it is still referred to 
as the “city of the damned” by 
some, and even though I live in 
Haverhill now, as I drive through 
Lawrence to go to classes I pass 
by NECC’s beautiful new El Hef- 
ni building on Common Street 
and think to myself “I am proud 
to be part of this vastly, multicul- 
tural place that I call home.” 


Photo courtesy of NECC newsroom 


NECC’s new El Hefni Health Sciences Building on Common Street. 


Photo courtesy of NECC newsroom 


NECC’s Riverwalk is located inside the former Pacific textile mill on Merrimack Street. 


Have an unplugged Valentines Day 


You dont have to 
post that you're 
having a great time. 


By RACHAEL SARCIONE 
Opinion Editor 


With all the cyber bullying 
and “he said/she said” jibber jab- 
ber on social media these days, 
you owe it to yourself and your 
significant other to unplug this 
Valentine’s Day weekend and 
enjoy some relaxation. For those 


of us who have someone special 
to exchange candy, flowers or 
Xbox games with, we should try 
our best to refrain from posting a 
pic of our gifts and just enjoy the 
moment for what it is. Although 
people everywhere are texting 
or playing Candy Crush on their 
phones, if you happen to be on a 
first date or in a new relationship, 
it would benefit both of you to fo- 
cus your attention on each other 
— or your date will assume that 
you are not into them. 

For you wild and crazy single 
students, you can always get to- 
gether with other anti-Valentiners 


and find a fun place to party. 

Your phone won’t fit in that 
clutch bag anyway, so leave it in 
the car and go dance with your 
friends. 

Not the going out type? That’s 
okay. Instead of getting yourself 
all sad and down in the dumps, 
make your own Valentine’s Day 
destiny. Make sure you have all 
your favorite snacks in the fridge 
and a couple of great movies with 
feel-good themes or even a laugh- 
til-you-puke comedy. Just try not 
to disturb your roommate who’s 
watching a tearjerker in the other 
room. 


Photo courtesy of j4p4n/ Creative Commons 
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Spotlight on presidential primaries 


Professor Richard 
Padova 

explains the 
democratic process 


and its importance 
By KELLy ScHwiNG 
News Editor 

The primaries are an exciting, 
hectic time in politics. 

On Feb. 1, Iowa held their cau- 
cus but at the time this article was 
written, the results of the lowa 
caucus were not available. Ac- 
cording to poll averages by Real 
Clear Politics, Donald Trump 
showed a 4.7 point lead over Ted 
Cruz in lowa. Clinton led Bernie 
Sanders by 4 points. 

The New Hampshire prima- 
ry is up next on Feb. 9. In New 
Hampshire, Trump leads Cruz by 
21.7 points. Sanders leads Clin- 
ton by 18 points. 

Massachusetts voters drop 
their ballots on March 1. Trump 
is up by 25 against Cruz in Mas- 
sachusetts, with Clinton leading 
Sanders by 29.5 points. 

All of these polls are subject to 
fuel an upset in any state. 


Primary vs. Caucus 


Much like anything unfamil- 
iar, there is a lot of uncertainty 
and misconception surrounding 
primaries, Many people confuse 
them with a caucus. A primary is 
an initial election to nominate a 
candidate for a presidential elec- 
tion. 

Much like a primary, a caucus 
is designed for the same purpose, 
to nominate a single candidate for 
president. The major difference 


is the process that one must go 
through. 

A primary is a private ballot. A 
caucus involves a meeting where 
party members lobby for a can- 
didate and break up into groups. 
Primaries depend upon the state. 
Some states only allow registered 
party members to vote; some al- 
low party registrations on the 
same day; some are completely 
open to all residents of the state. 

Alaska, Colorado, Hawaii, 
Kansas, Maine, Minnesota, Ne- 
vada, North Dakota, Wyoming 
and Iowa are the only states that 
vote utilizing the caucus system. 

All other states hold primaries. 


Why should I vote? 


Professor Richard Padova 
teaches Quest for the Presidency 
every election year at NECC. The 
function of the course is to edu- 
cate students of the presidential 
process and its history. Padova 
wants to get students interested in 
the election process. 

“We live in a country where, 
albeit indirectly, we are given the 
opportunity to participate in the 
electoral process,” said Padova. 
“Take advantage of it.” 

The president also has the 
power to select members of the 
Supreme Court. The Supreme 
Court has a huge say in the direc- 
tion the country takes. Padova ad- 
mits that this is a “change” elec- 
tion, “the stakes are high.” 

“We could have a revolution,” 
said Padova. 

Sanders, Trump and Clinton 
would be the oldest presidents, 
Bernie at 74 and Trump and Clin- 
ton at 69, respectively. 


Clinton would be the first 


“Xe 


We could have a revolution. 
- Prof. Richard Padova 


Creative Commons 
Democratic candidate Hillary Clinton. 


Creative Commons 
Republican candidate Ted Cruz. 


woman elected president. 

Sanders would be the first 
Jewish president if he won. 

Either Cruz or Marco Rubio 
has the opportunity to be the first 
Hispanic president. 

This year is a “crossroads,” 
said Padova. All candidates must 
keep in mind that if they are 
awarded the position of president, 
they must represent more than 
just men, women, Democrats or 
Republicans. They represent the 
United States of America.” 


How do I register? 


Massachusetts students who 
haven’t registered yet need only 
go to their city or town clerk’s 
office. There is also an online 
registration form and a mail-in 
registration request form at http:// 
massvote.org/voterinfo/register/. 
Feb. 10 is the registration dead- 
line in Massachusetts. The New 
Hampshire registration deadline 
has passed but for further refer- 
ence is 10 days before an elec- 
tion. 

The Contemporary Affairs 
Club is hoping to hold an on-cam- 
pus registration opportunity for 
Massachusetts students in the up- 
coming week. 


Who should I vote for? 


“T hate to sound cliché ... you 
can’t complain if you don’t vote,” 
said Padova. “Vote like your fu- 
ture depends on it.” 

Whomever is elected president 
will be in office for at least four 
years, excluding special circum- 
stances such as impeachment. 

Padova suggests students 
make their decision based on 
where a candidate stands on is- 
sues that matter to them. 

Each candidate has their own 
website outlining their plans for 
their time in the Oval Office. 
There are also secondary provid- 
ers of this information. AARP 
has candidate’s Social Security 
plans and informs voters of those 
candidates without a plan. For a 
quick solution, readers can go to 
ontheissues.org for a full data- 


Vote like your future depends on it. 
- Prof. Richard Padova 


base of candidate’s plans. 
What matters to me? 


All throughout their campaign 
trails, candidates take their stands 
on different social, economic 
and global concerns. Such issues 
include whether or not the min- 
imum wage should be raised, im- 
migration, climate change, Social 
Security, gun control, the cost of 
secondary education and health 
care. 

As an example, Padova juxta- 
poses two candidates. 

“Hillary (Clinton) and Ted 
Cruz are not articulating the same 
views. Who’s articulating what 
matters to the students? Are rep- 
resentatives going to provide a 
safety net for them?” Padova sug- 
gests this question as something 
to think about. He specifically 
questions the candidates who 
plan to dismantle the changes set 
forth by the Affordable Care Act, 
also known as “Obamacare.” An 
issue he sees as being pushed to 
the back burner of most candi- 
dates’ agendas is Social Securi- 
ty. Padova reminds students that 
“Social Security impacts all of 


” 


us. 


Who s running? 


Democrats 

Hillary Clinton 
Roque De La Fuente 
Martin O’ Malley 
Bernie Sanders 


Republicans 
Jeb Bush 


Ben Carson 
Chris Christie 
Ted Cruz 
Carly Fiorina 
Jim Gilmore 
Mike Huckabee 
John Kasich 
Rand Paul 
Marco Rubio 
Rick Santorum 
Donald Trump 


Third Party Candidates 

Gary Johnson (Libertarian) 
Jill Stein (Green) 

Potential: Michael Bloomberg 
(Independent) 


2 


I hate to sound cliché ... you can’t 
complain if you don’t vote. 
- Prof. Richard Padova 
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Democratic candidate Bernie Sanders. Republican candidate Donald Trump. 


Creative Commons 
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NECC builds partnerships with 
colleges in the Dominican Republic 


President Lane Glenn 
hopes new partnerships 
will let students graduate 
more quickly 


By NECC Newsroom 


Only 11 percent of Lawrence residents 
have bachelor’s degrees which is signifi- 
cantly lower than the Massachusetts aver- 
age of 39 percent. Lane Glenn, president 
of Northern Essex Community College, 
with campuses in Haverhill and Lawrence, 
MA, would like to help increase those per- 
centages and a recent trip to the Domini- 
can Republic was intended to do just that. 

According to Glenn, 60 percent of the 
students studying at NECC’s Lawrence 
Campus are Hispanic, largely with roots in 
the Dominican Republic, and many enroll 
at the college with credits from schools 
there. 

“We want to make it easier for them to 
transfer those credits to Northern Essex so 
they can earn a certificate or degree more 
quickly and go on to secure better paying 
jobs,” he said. 

Glenn, along with Noemi Custodia-Lo- 
ra, executive director of NECC’s Lawrence 
Campus, Lawrence Mayor Dan Rivera, 
and State Representative Marcos Devers 
recently returned from a five-day trip to the 
Dominican Republic, where they met with 
educational leaders from two and four- 
year colleges. They were hosted by the 
Universidad Autonoma de Santo Domingo 
(UASD), the public university system of 
the Dominican Republic, which Northern 
Essex signed a formal agreementwith in 
August in Lawrence. Representative De- 
vers graduated from UASD with a civil 
engineering degree in 1978. 

A highlight of the visit was the signing 


of a new agreement with 
Instituto Técnico Supe- 
rior Comunitario, the 
Dominican Republic’s 
first public two-year 
college, which began 
offering courses in Jan- 
uary 2013. The agree- 
ment will allow for the 
transfer of credits and 
also provide opportuni- 
ties for faculty, staff, and 
student exchanges. 

Other ideas that were 
discussed included on- 
line delivery of North- 
ern Essex courses to stu- 
dents in the Dominican 
Republic and resources 
for local residents who 
need help validating 
their educational creden- 
tials from the Domini- 
can Republic. 

Colleges in the Do- 
minican Republic are 
especially interested in 
Northern Essex’s health 
care programs, which 
are taught in Lawrence. 
Eighteen hundred stu- 
dents are enrolled in one of the college’s 
25 associate degrees or certificates leading 
to careers in health care. 

Last November, Regis College an- 
nounced that they were opening a new sat- 
ellite campus on NECC’s Lawrence Cam- 
pus, offering bachelor degree completion 
programs in nursing, public health, and 
health sciences. 

“We’re creating an educational ladder 
in Lawrence that will give Lawrence res- 
idents access to good paying careers,” said 
Glenn. “The more quickly we can get peo- 
ple educated, the better our local economy 

will be.” 


ae aca For more in- 


formation on the 


We’re creating an educational newly signed 
ladder in Lawrence. eee ag EE 


- Lane Glenn 


tact Dr. Noemi 
Custodia-Lora, 
ncustodialora@ 


HS necc.mass.edu or 


978 738-7401. 
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Clara Benedito, Marcos Devers, Rafael Sanchez Cardenas, Lane Glenn, Dan Rivera; No- 
emi Custodia-Lora and Cheryl Goodwin. 


QUINNIPIAC 
UNIVERSITY 


Hamden, Connecticut 


Experience 

an education 
that sets your 
passion ablaze. 


Our unique blend of classroom and 
practical experience helps give 
your fire a focus, preparing you for 
a promising future in the real world. 
Quinnipiac University’s attentive 
faculty create a personalized and 
empowering experience, giving 
you access to opportunities made 
possible by our professional 
connections and our long 

record of success. 


Transfer Information Session 
Thursday: 2/4, 3/3, 3/10, 3/17 
Tuesday: 3/22 


Fuel your ambition at 
quinnipiac.edu/transfer 


= Arts and Sciences | Business | Communications | Education | Engineering 
Photo by NECC Newsroom Health Sciences | Law | Medicine | Nursing 
Noemi Custodia-Lora, Victor Hugo de Lancer and Lane Glenn sign an 


agreement between the two colleges. 
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“Tl am Yorick” takes over art space 


Erin Cooney’ “I am 
Yorick” questions 


mortality 
By Repecca WESTERMAN 


Arts and Entertainment 

“Row, row, row your boat 
gently down the stream; merrily, 
merrily, merrily, merrily, life is 
but a dream!” 

Perhaps as a passersby, stu- 
dents and staff have been hearing 
the eerily familiar children’s tune 
emanating from the Linda Hum- 
mel-Shea ArtSpace. 

“T am Yorick,” the most recent 
work by Erin Cooney, has taken 
over the space in a fantastic dis- 
play of her existential interpreta- 
tions of mortality. 

“The thing that’s funny about 
making this work: I sing these 
songs, and | do this thing and | 
never once thought about how it 
was gonna look. So when I came 
and made this work, my face is 
everywhere! It’s disconcerting, | 
have to say. 

“It’s an exploration of the uni- 
verse and I’m the vehicle of ex- 
ploring my own universe,” said 
Cooney. 

“To Die, To Sleep, Perchance 
to Dream,” which comes from 
“Hamlet,” is the name of the cen- 
terpiece. The dreamy tune, along 
with her face singing it every 
day in recordings since 2010, in- 


back to classical points of liter- 
ature, and Shakespeare’s “Ham- 
let’ is all about mortality,” said 
Cooney. 

She took a small segment of 
each day’s singing and strung 
them into a master video in 
chronological order as the days 
progress. 

“I want to keep doing it un- 
til I’m old and I die. This is also 
about time, and how in moments 
the self expires. The self you are 
right now is going to expire, and 
this moment is gone. 

“ How do you make sense of 
that? Well, that in me and may- 
be in some of you brings up an 
anxiety. ‘Oh my god I’m going 
to lose a bit of myself as this 
moment expires!” The way I’ve 
dealt with that is by obsessively 
documenting myself in an effort 
to keep self. 

“It’s not gonna make any dif- 
ference but it’s a ritual,” said 
Cooney. 

The spellbinding video shows 
the passage of time, the moments 
she describes there and then gone 
in an expression of art. 

The choice of song is intricate, 
although it is a nursery rhyme 
to words to “Row your Boat,” it 
could be considered quite pro- 
found. 

“Life is dreamlike. Our dreams 
could be real life, and this could 
all be a dream. Life is a dream. 


Ana 


It’s an exploration of the universe and I’m 
the vehicle of exploring my own universe. 
- Erin Cooney 


——— 9 S- 


termittently flip over to clips of 
“Hamlet” to capture the attention 
of the audience. 

“The show is about mortal- 
ity, and I reach to Shakespeare 
as my reference in a lot of this 
because these are questions that 
human beings have been working 
on since we’ve been around. I go 


You can go in circles in that, as it 
does,” said Cooney. 

She addresses the complica- 
tion of dualism with this piece, 
similar to René Descartes’ fa- 
mous philosophy of “I think, 
therefore I am,” which touches on 
the question of reality vs. dreams. 

[Descartes] is touching upon 


Photo by Rebecca Westerman 


Erin Cooney’s perfectly replicated skull on display with a 
transparency of her face over the skull. 


the mind-body problem. How 
can you make sense of the idea 
that this physical entity which is 
your brain, creates your mental 
world,” said Cooney. 

Cooney also references to 
Damien Hirst’s famous painting 
of the shark, titled “The Impossi- 
bility of Death in the Mind.” The 
complicated facets of death and 
accepting or not accepting death 
is evident in her work. 

She said that, because it is 
such a grappling question for 
those who may not believe there 
is anything after this life, that it is 
almost impossible for humans to 
make sense of death. 

“It seems illogical to us, and 
that’s what the title of it was get- 
ting at: the impossibility of it and 
the lives of people who are, well, 
alive,” said Cooney. 

Her inspiration transposed is 
displayed as a 3-D print of her 
own skull, a perfect replica, from 
a CT scan she got for the project, 
to truly encapsulate what it’s like 
being in her own universe. She 
made the skull simply because 
she wished to see herself dead, to 
get an idea of what it would feel 
like when confronted with her 
own mortality. 

“It came in the mail and I was 
so excited to see it, and I looked 
at my skull thinking that | would 
finally understand death. 

“Of course, that didn’t happen 
at all. What did happen though: I 
held that skull and I got to consid- 
er what selfhood is. 

“That was a magical expe- 
rience. | kept turning the skull 
over and I saw the hole where our 
spine enters the skull and I looked 
in there, and there’s a cavity in 
there and that’s where the brain 
sits,” said Cooney. 

The wonder and awestruck she 
felt is evident while she is speak- 
ing. On the other screen in the 
ArtSpace is a camera on the in- 
side of her replicated skull, show- 
ing the inside of it, showing the 
world her own selfhood. 

“I wanted to invite you all into 
my own personal universe on the 
screen,” said Cooney. 

The second part of “To Die, 
To Sleep, Perchance to Dream” 
features pictures of her face in 
posed death, and posed in dream 
chronologically arranged every 
day. 

She uses the style of layer- 
ing the pictures, in rows. In her 
words, it is a way to experience 
totality of death, and the passage 
of time all at once in that compo- 
sition. 

On another piece next to it, 
she takes over 1,200 images and 
combines them into a single im- 
age and aggregates them. 

“All the time at once has col- 
lapsed into a single dimension, 
and that’s the totality of me over 
this time making that gesture, ” 
said Cooney. 

“I am Yorick” by Erin Cooney 
can be experienced at the Linda 
Hummel-Shea ArtSpace on the 
first floor of the Bentley library 
for those interested. 


Life is dreamlike. Our dreams could be 
real life, and this could all be a dream. 
- Erin Cooney 


Photo by Rebecca Westerman 
The chronologically ordered images of Erin Cooney 


posing in dream for “To Die, To Sleep, Perchance to 
Dream.” 
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Photo by Rebecca Westerman 
The second piece of “To Die, To Sleep, Perchance to 


Dream” featuring Erin Cooney posing in “death.” 


c Photo by Rebecca Westerman 
The aggregated image of all the chronologically organized 


photos from “To Die, To Sleep, Perchance to Dream.” 
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Winterfest brings cool fun & 


This year ’s 
Winterfest theme: 


ice, ice, baby. 
By Cuap GorRHAM 
Campus Life Editor 

The weather in past spring 
semesters has made it feel much 
more like winter when the annu- 


al Winterfest event took place on 
the NECC campuses. 


the Dimitri building in Lawrence 
and on Feb. 10 in the Spurk lobby 
in Haverhill. Both events will go 
on from 11 a.m. until 1 p.m. 

Jasmine Polanco, a Political 
Science major, said, “I think it’s 
a great idea to have an ice theme 
this year, seeing we did not get 
much snow.” 

The entertainment that is go- 
ing to be at Winterfest is cold- 
themed. There will be games 


Daa. 


At first I thought they planned it around 
the movie Frozen. 
- Nate Miller 


—_—_—_——— OO 3-9- 


This year it may feel a bit dif- 
ferent, as there is hardly any snow 
on either campus, but the Win- 
terfest event this year will make 
you feel like it is winter with 
the events that are planned. The 
Winterfest will be taking place on 
Memiay, Feb. a in the ahd of 


where students have to melt a 
piece of ice first by rubbing the 
piece of ice with their hands while 
wearing a pair of gloves, and an 
“unthaw the frozen T-shirt” game 
where students have to unthaw 
their shirt with a team and get the 
T-shirt on one of their teammates 


Photo by Chad Gorham 


This view of the Science building looks a lot greener than the same view this time last 


year. 

before the other team, and “fish- 
ing for ice cubes,” where students 
will have a string with salt on it 
and the ice cube will stick to it. 
They have to get the ice cube in 
their hands. Along with the ice- 
themed entertainment, there will 


Photo by Chad Gorham 


This view outside the Spurk building might inspire thoughts of spring, but Winterfest will 


help change that. 


Toilet Tele 


Now being posted in 
all restrooms around 


campus 
By Cuap GorHAM 
Campus Life Editor 

The newest way to communi- 
cate with students on campus is 
The Toilet Telegrams. It’s an idea 
that came about from Ari Chick- 
lis, the assistant coordinator of 
the Student Engagment Center. 

Chicklis said, “It’s something 
I saw at Fitchburg State when I 
went there, and I wanted to bring 
it here. | did come up with the 
name Toilet Telegram because 
they used a different name at 
Fitchburg.” 

The telegrams will be changed 
every week by work study stu- 
dents and will feature different 
events and sporting events to at- 
tend on campus. 


The Coilet Esegratn 
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The Toilet Telegram contains useful information about 
events on campus, from sports to arts and entertainment. 


be other things for students to do. 
They will be able to get a photo 
button of them and their friends. 
They will be able to make their 
names out of letters in a wintry 
font, along with cookie decorat- 
ing and raffles. Excitement for the 
event seems to be building within 
the students. Both Helen Shiepe 
and Nate Miller, General Studies 


Student Engagement, always 
loves to have food for students. 

Polanco said, “The food is one 
of the best parts. It’s always so 
good.” 

They will be serving: chili, 
mac and cheese and salad. They 
will also have Rock Candy that 
looks like ice, a hot chocolate bar 
and an icee machine with many 
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The food is one of the best parts. 
It’s always so good. 
- Jasmine Polanco 


a 


students, are looking forward to 
the events they are having. 

Shiepe said, “I’m just looking 
forward to the entire thing. I’ve 
never been to a Winterfest on 
campus before, so it will all be 
new to me.” 

Miller said, “This is my first 
time helping out at the event, and 
I am looking forward to the stu- 
dents having fun.” 

Dina Brown, the director of 


different flavors. 

Shiepe said, “I think they are 
great for Winterfest, seeing as it 
is a winter-themed sort of party.” 

Miller is excited about how 
they planned the event around 
the cold theme. “I think it is re- 
ally cool. At first I thought they 
planned it around the movie Fro- 
zen, but then I realized what they 
were doing, and it is going to be 
so much fun.” 


spread the word 


Photo by Chad Gorham 


Toilet Telegrams are posted above the urinals in the mens’ 
restroom and on stall doors in the womens’ restroom. 
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Catching up past Observer Staff 


Former Observer 
staff continue to 
pursue their goals 


By Suaina RICHARDS 
Features Editor 

Mike Alongi, Matt Gingras 
and Christina Hillner are former 
Observer staff members who 
have graduated from NECC and 
moved on to continue pursuing 
their dreams. 

Former Observer Sports Ed- 
itor Mike Alongi is currently 
pursuing his goal of going into 
sports radio as a junior at Salem 
State University. He is a sports 
writer for the Daily Item in Lynn, 
hosts a podcast called Late Night 
Sports with Mike Alongi, and 
also runs a podcast called the Pa- 
triots Postgame Show. 

“1’m trying to get my voice 
heard and to get my foot in the 
door at a radio station,” he said. 

After he completed his first in- 
ternship through NECC at WEEI 
sports radio station in the promo- 
tions department in Boston, he 
said he felt like he needed to get 
some newspaper writing experi- 
ence. 

He decided on this after notic- 
ing that all of the guys on the ra- 
dio were either radio or ex-radio 
guys. This led to him getting in- 
volved as the sports editor on the 
Observer. He wrote from the fall 
of 2014 through fall of 2015. 

When he was still at the Ob- 
server and doing his internship at 
the Lowell Sun, he found a listing 
online saying they were looking 
for sports writers in Lynn. Con- 
sidering he was already planning 
on transferring to Salem State, it 
made sense for him to apply. 

With his experience intern- 
ing at WEEI sports radio station 
in the promotions department in 
Boston, he was a qualified candi- 
date for the position. He got the 
internship last January 2015 and 
continues to work there as an in- 
tern. 

His work experiences have 
helped him to learn how to cov- 


Courtesy Photo 
Former sports editor Mike Alongi. 


er a game, take notes and watch 
games in a more critical way. 

“If your notes are better, your 
show will be better,” he said. 

Salem State has its own ra- 
dio station, WMWM, which he 
plans on getting involved with. 
One of his goals is to get more 
experience working with analog 
equipment since the majority of 
his current work has been online. 

As far as his goals, he said that 
if he were to stay local, he would 
love to work at WEEI and have 
a drive-time talk show. Nation- 
ally, he would prefer to work for 
Fox Sports or CBS Sports. His 
ultimate goal would be to do Bos- 
ton sports radio since he already 
knows it so well. 

Amy Callahan, the director of 
the Communications department 
at NECC, did a lot to help him 
get to where he is now. Once the 
internship program was up and 
running, he was one of the first 
people in there and she got him 
involved in it. 

“T realized it was exactly what 
I needed to be doing,” he said. 
Once he knew what he wanted to 
do, everything fell into place. 

Matt Gingras is currently a 
senior at UMass Amherst where 
is has continued to major in jour- 
nalism. During his first year on 
the Observer in 2012, he was 
the sports editor. In the fol- 
lowing year he became the edi- 
tor-in-chief. 

Gingras knew from his fresh- 
man year of high school that he 
wanted to go into journalism. 


Once he graduated high school, 
he planned to go to UNH for 
journalism. When he realized the 
cost, he knew it wasn’t realistic 
but he wanted to keep up with 
writing. When he found out that 
NECC had a journalism program 
a couple years later, he decided to 
pursue it there. 

During his second year at 
NECC, journalism professor 
Mary Jo Shafer mentioned in his 
Journalism I class that there were 
positions open on the Observer 
staff including sports editor. He 
decided to go for it and got the 
position. 

“I learned a lot when I was 
there. Sports opened up from one 
page to two pages. I was used to 
getting a lot thrown at me,” he 
said. 

The following year, he was the 
only person who applied for the 
position of editor in chief so he 
easily moved up. 

During his junior year at 
UMass Amherst he was the sports 
editor of the Amherst Wire, an 
online magazine. Right now, he 
works as an intern in the athlet- 
ic communications office doing 
work in public relations. 

He is also the softball sports in- 
formation director for the UMass 
Softball program. He runs social 
media such as Twitter, Instagram 
and Facebook. Examples of what 
he posts include keeping score 
when games start and also facil- 
itating interviews with coaches 
and players. 

His career interest has shifted 


Matt Gingras in the Observer room. 
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from journalism to public rela- 
tions during his time at Amherst. 
He is also interested in a job that 
allows him to travel. 

“T still like to write, and I get 
to do that where I am. But it’s a 
lot more in-depth,” he said. 

He also noted that gets more 
freedom to write about what he 
wants to write about. His ideal 
job would be to work as a sports 
information director in the New 
England area. 

He wants to work at a large 
school with teens in programs to 
tell stories. If he can’t tell a sto- 
ry, he will be able to put a kid in 
position so that someone can tell 
their story. 

His position would enable him 
to access media that would be 
good for telling a feature story on 
a teen. 

“Mary Jo put me in a really 
good spot to succeed. She did a 
lot for me and I can’t thank her 
enough,” he said. 

Christina Hillner is a junior 
majoring in Communications 
with a focus in marketing at Sa- 
lem State University. She was a 
staff writer for the Observer from 
spring 2014 to spring 2015. 

Her goal right now is to net- 
work through joining clubs and 
connecting with people in her 
field of study. She is also re- 
searching summer internships to 
build her resume. 

“The courses I am taking right 
now all surround journalism. It is 
great to still be connected to that 
aspect and it will always be need- 
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Former staff writer Christina Hillner. 


ed in my field. I want to present 
myself as having a balance of 
communication and journalism as 
well as a marketing and business 
work ethic,” she said. 

She did an internship at Kiss 
108 through NECC and is now 
interested in sports. She plans 
on applying to TD Garden in the 
next year to work in their public 
relations department. 

Ideally, she’d like to work with 
the Boston Bruins or the Celtics 
to get an opportunity working in 
another fast paced environment. 

Reflecting on her experience 
working on the Observer, she said 
one of the biggest things she took 
away was improved time man- 
agement skills. 

“T procrastinate, 1 won’t lie,” 
she said. “In the real world, 
there’s no waiting around. I’m in 
competition with others to apply 
for an internship, send in a piece 
on time, or sign up for a limited 
course. Waiting only concludes 
with unneeded stress and the pos- 
sibility of disappointment.” 

In addition to time manage- 
ment, her experience on the Ob- 
server helped her improve writ- 
ing skills, understand how to 
properly conduct an interview, 
and overall increased her ability 
to effectively communicate with 
coworkers and the public. 

“It’s an amazing feeling to 
know that you can work with 
people who have similar ambi- 
tions and goals,” she said. 


FINISH WHAT YOU STARTED! 


BAYPATH. EDU 


Transfer Information Session Dates 


Tuesday, February 16 8:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m. 
Wednesday, April 27 5:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m. 


li 1) BAY PATH 
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588 Longmeadow Street Longmeadow, MA 01106 800.782.7284 ext.1235 ae 
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Continued from page 2 
Those that remain are slashing 
costs anywhere they can, whether 
it be by consolidating and laying 
off staff or reducing the quality 
of the paper and ink. Everyone in 
the industry, from the marketers 
to the writers to the delivery per- 
sonnel, are working hard to find 
creative ways to entice new cus- 
tomers while desperately trying 
to hang on to the existing ones. 
Those customers who have re- 
mained loyal to their newspaper 
subscription are often senior cit- 
izens who have an early morning 
routine that includes reading the 
paper with their coffee or break- 
fast. They are sometimes not com- 
fortable enough with the Internet 
to navigate through a search for 
their local news and they may not 
trust the news on TV or feel that 
they can get the full story in those 
30-second sound bytes. Here in 
Massachusetts, some 115,000 of 
those faithful daily readers and 
over 209,000 Sunday readers cur- 
rently trust the Boston Globe to 
bring them their news. This local 
icon has been serving our com- 
munity for nearly 150 years and 
has gained a reputation of excel- 
lence, earning 23 pulitzers since 
1966. As an aspiring journalist, 
an article in the Globe would feel 


like the ultimate accomplishment. 

The level of respect usually 
associated with the Globe makes 
it all the more alarming to watch 
them so greatly accelerate this 
decline in what appears to be one 
of the biggest administrative fail- 
ures of the century. 

The problems began at the end 
of 2015 when the Globe decided 
not to renew the contract with 
PCF. Though PCF had faithfully 
performed this service for many 
years, the delivery contract was 
awarded to a new company, ACI 
Media, because their bid was sub- 
stantially lower, according to a 
Jan. 5 article on Boston.com. The 
new company began to take over, 
mostly in the Greater Boston 
area, at the end of December and 
the problems were immediately 
evident when drivers were sup- 
plied with trip lists that were so 
convoluted and time consuming 
that many of them walked off the 
job after just a few days. leaving 
thousands of papers un-delivered 
at a branch in Newton, Mass., ac- 
cording to a Boston Globe article 
earlier this month. Since then, the 
problems have persisted and the 
papers keep piling up. 

With the loss of its largest cli- 
ent, several PCF branches were 
closed and absorbed by PCF’s 
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Globe’s circulation woes hurt journalism 
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This linotype machine brings to mind a very different era of journalism, one that seems 
to be struggling more than ever with problems like the Globe’s recent circulation woes. 


Haverhill branch, Riverside 
News. Drivers, having been giv- 
en a termination date of Dec. 31, 
prepared to start new jobs. Some 
of those new jobs were at ACI 
where they were paid a big sign- 
on bonus and had to sign a con- 
tract that states, in part, that they 
will pay a large termination fee if 
they leave ACI with less than 60 
days notice. I, too, was prepared 


Photo by Kim Whiting 


Members of the Journalism/Communication program stand outside the Globe’s office. 
L-R: Jowi Meli, Kelly Schwing, Cleo Brigham, Professor Amy Callahan and Nick Pantinas. 


Letter: State unwilling to bend on contracts 


Dear Observer, 


As most of us know, the Mas- 
sachusetts Community Council, 
the union representing faculty 
and professional staff, and the 
Commonwealth of Massachu- 
setts have been going through 
a protracted negotiation process 
that began in early 2015. 

Despite the best efforts of 
negotiation teams for both the 
state and the union, the process 
has been fraught with frustra- 
tions which, understandably, 
have led to actions such as in- 
formational picketing and the 
implementation of “Work-to- 
Rule” practices by community 
college faculty and staff across 


the state. 

As the employer of record 
for all of the state’s faculty and 
staff, the Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts, not individual 
college or presidents, bargains 
all of the college’s contracts 
through representatives from 
the state’s Department of High- 
er Education and bargaining 
teams consisting of human re- 
source directors, vice presidents 
of academic affairs, and others 
with specific knowledge and 
experience.While I don’t have 
a direct role in the negotiating 
process, I have shared my posi- 
tion on the contract negotiations 
both on campus and in state- 
wide meetings. 


Here is my view: 


- Massachusetts Communi- 
ty College faculty and staff are 
among the most talented, and 
hardest working educators any- 
where. 

- They are also underpaid, 
compared to their colleagues 
in other states, and compared 
to their colleagues at Massa- 
chusetts state universities, and 
at the University of Massachu- 
setts. 

- They are well deserving of 
larger salary increases. 


In addition to sharing my po- 
sition widely, I have also active- 
ly advocated for our faculty and 


to be terminated, but had not yet 
found a new job. 

Chaos and tension with unsat- 
isfied Globe customers grew as 
delivery areas rolled over to the 
new company and the clock was 
racing towards the New Year, 
when the final switch would be 
concluded. The Globe finally ad- 
mitted that it had erred and at the 
very last minute, Riverside News 
was asked to retain their deliv- 
ery contract for the Globe and 
the drivers were asked to remain 
on. Some did, myself included. 
I never missed a single day of 
work and my customers did not 
miss a single delivery. They have 
no idea how fortunate they are to 
be here, in the northernmost part 
of the state, where the effects of 
this debacle were so much less 
than elsewhere in the state where 
some customers, including my 
own parents in. Milford, say that 
they have not received a paper 
since Dec. 28, when ACI took 
over. Others state that they get 
their paper sporadically. Most of 
them say that they have contin- 
ued to be charged. 

Throughout the month of Jan- 
uary, the contract with PCF was 
reinstated in many areas, forcing 
them to re-open branches that 


professional staff. 

As president of the Massa- 
chusetts Community College 
President’s Council, I am a 
member of the council’s Labor 
Committee. 

Although the committee 
doesn’t negotiate contracts di- 
rectly ahd typically has little 
involvement with negotiations 
when they are underway, we 
took the unusual step of meeting 
with Secretary of Education Jim 
Peyser, Department of Higher 
Education Commissioner Car- 
los Santiago, and DHE staff in 
mid-December to express our 
support for faculty raises. 

Despite our best efforts and 
our continued advocacy, the pa- 


had just been closed and to re- 
hire drivers to cover the influx of 
routes. In a particularly desperate 
act, PCF is now offering their 
own huge sign-on bonus. The 
perception is that this will allow 
former PCF carriers to return and 
have their termination fee covy- 
ered by the new sign-on bonus. 
Further, nobody is talking 
about the fact that all of this cha- 
os is impacting not only Globe 
deliveries, but the delivery of 
every major newspaper in the 
area, and a dozen other prod- 
ucts, as well. The Globe itself is 
so overwhelmed with complaints 
that it can’t field them all. I can 
only assume it is the same for the 
other products. Many longtime 
customers are losing faith and 
abandoning their subscription 
in frustration. Meanwhile, in an 
effort to get the papers out the 
door, every PCF employee is de- 
livering papers — sometimes all 
day long, if that’s what it takes 
to get it done. I personally deliv- 
ered more than 15,000 papers in 
the month of January, but I don’t 
think it will be enough. It is scary 
to think that this could be the end 
of the era of print journalism, just 
when I am beginning my journey 
on that path, but I fear that it is so. 


rameters the state is willing to 
work with, given all the circum- 
stances involved, remained the 
same: lower salary increases, 
based on the state’s economy, 
and increased accountability: 
from all public employees. 

I believe our faculty and 
professional staff deserve a fair 
contract and I promise to con- 
tinue to do whatever I can to 
achieve this goal in the weeks 
ahead. 


Lane A. Glenn 
President 
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Knights fight for right to enter playoffs 


NECC finishes home 


schedule 


By KyLe BENSON 
Sports Editor 

The NECC Knights basketball 
team have played six games since 
the last edition of the Observer 
hit the shelves. Over that time 
they went 3-3 playing UConn Av- 
ery Point, Gateway Community 
College, Community College of 
Rhode Island, Bunker Hill, Quin- 
sigamond and Springfield Tech. 

The first game of the six-game 
stretch was played on UConn 
Avery Point’s home court. Both 
teams scored 38 points in the first 
half, but in the last half of the 
game, the Knights pulled away 
and scored another 42 points to 
win the game 80-77. 

NECC’s top scorers for the 
game were Kevin Brito with 17, 
Matt Jameson with 15 and Dom- 
inic Dar, who scored 12 points. 
UConn’s were Aaron Lorenzo, 
who scored 16 points, and Wil- 
liam Orr with 15. 

Two days later on Jan. 18, 
NECC came back home to face 
Gateway. Little did the team 
know that this game would set off 
a three-game losing streak. 

The Knights looked to be 
in OK standing: they scored 38 
points in the first half, identical to 
the game before. The only prob- 
lem was that Gateway ended up 
scoring 61 points in the second. 

Gateway beat the Knights, 
91-88. 

Dar was NECC’s leading 
scorer with 32 points. Hernan- 


dez scored 13, and Brito ended 
up with 12. Dar had an amazing 
game and scored on 4 of his 7 
three-point attempts. 

Gateway’s leading  scor- 
ers were Evan Antoine with 29 
points, Uriah Watkin scored 24, 
and Joseph Serricchio had 21. 

NECC scored 78.1 percent of 
their free throw attempts against 
Gateway. 

On Jan. 21, the Knights were 
on the road again to visit the 
Community College of Rhode 
Island. The trip was not what the 
team hoped for. NECC lost their 
second game in a row, 105-78. 

Rhode Island scored 50 points 
in the first half, and topped that in 
the second with 55 points. Their 
top point-getters were Edval- 
do Ferreira and Adrian LaFleur, 
scoring 22 and 16 points respec- 
tively. Ferreira made 77 percent 
of his shot attempts. 

The Knights’ Trace Schaejbe 
had a good game off the bench 
and was the leading scorer for 
NECC, making 19 points. 

Rhode Island led NECC in 
almost every stat category ex- 
cept for three-point attempts, the 
Knights made 39.1 percent and 
Rhode Island made 37.5 percent. 

After the terrible outcome in 
R.I., they made their way back 
home to face Bunker Hill where 
they eventually extended their 
losing streak to games and 
scored their lowest point total of 
the season. 

Coming into the game 
NECC’s record had dropped to 
13-8 and their home record was 
an even 5-5. Problem was that 


Bunker Hill is one of the better 
teams on the road, sporting a 6-2 
road record. 

The Knights did not score 
through the first 5 minutes of the 
game, with Bunker Hill up 14-0. 
NECC’s first 4 points were scored 
on free throws. 

Through the first 10 minutes 
the score was 24-4, Bunker Hill 
leading. It was miserable for the 
Knights from the start, they did 
not score points that weren’t free 
throws until 7:47 left in the Ist, 
by that time Bunker Hill was 
leading 35-7. 

At the end of the 1st Bunker 
Hill was up 57-21. The Knights 
only scored 33 points the rest of 
the game and lost 108-54. 

The only bright spot in the 
game was that the Knights keep 
getting better at scoring on their 
free throws. Free throws aren’t 
exactly the way you’d want to be 
scoring all your points, but they 
are a good help. NECC’s play- 
ers with the most amount of free 
throws were Dar and Brito. Dar 
went 7-8 and Brito went 4-5. 

Two nights later the Knights 
were back on their home court to 
take on Quinsigamond. Quinsig- 
amond had a losing 7-10 record 
at the time. The two teams were 
similar in size and skill. 

In the middle of the Ist half 
there was a scary moment on the 
court when a player on Quinsig- 
amond rolled his ankle coming 
down from a jump. He stayed 
laying on the court for a while 
then was carted out of the build- 
ing by EMS. 

It was only good news for the 


Kevin Brito goes for a lay-up. 


Knights though, as they snapped 
their 3 game losing streak, win- 
ning the close game 77-67. 

Dar continued his impressive 
free throw scoring, going 9-10 
on his attempts. Dar was also the 
leading scorer for NECC with 21 
points. 

Another two nights later, 
NECC was back at home to play 
their last home game of the regular 
season against Sprinfield Tech. It 
was also Sophomore Recognition 
night, where the team honored 
sophomores Matt Lynch, Matt 
Jameson, Andres Hernandez, and 
Kevin Brito, Jonathan Paulino is 
also a sophomore but he missed 
the game due to illness. 

Once again, Dar scored the 
most free throws, going 8-9. He 
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also was tied with Jameson for 
most points in the game with 20. 

Hernandez was the only 
Knight that got double digits in 
rebounds with 14. 

Springfield Tech’s best per- 
formers were Charles Jackson 
who scored 22 points and Alex 
Brown with 15 points. 

The Knights defeated Spring- 
field Tech 79-67 

The Knights are now vying 
for a top playoff seed. They are 
currently in 4th place out of 10 
teams in Region 21. As of 2/1/16 
the Knights record is 15-9. 

The last three regular season 
games for NECC are on the road 
on 2/4 vs Massasoit, 2/11 vs Dean 
College, and 2/13 vs Holyoke 
Community College. 


Bradley seeks more runners for cross country 


Cross country team 
open to new runners, 
interested individuals 
should contact the 
Athletic Department 


By Ky_e BENson 


Sports Editor 

Last season was the first cross 
country season for NECC in 7 
years. It all started with the hiring 
of a new coach for the program, 
who ended up being Thomas 
Bradley, a coaching veteran of 
many sports and teams around 
New England. 

For the first few meets, NECC 
only had one participant, Jared 
Shepard. By the end of the sea- 
son, there were a total of four 
runners who ran for the school in 
multiple meets. 

Bradley would like to get a 
head start this year and recruit 
more runners before the season 
begins. 

“J haven’t given up on the 
idea that there are kids here that 
did cross country or track in high 
school and would be interested 
to join,” Bradley said. “We just 
don’t want to start out with four 
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Cross country team members, Sara Wulff, Austin Thiele 


and Leah Finnegan. 
again, especially for cross coun- 
try.” 

Bradley understands that col- 
lege students have to balance 
school, work and life in general, 
as opposed to private high school 
teams he has coached in the past, 
where all the students are on cam- 
pus with set schedules and less 
things to deal with. 


Bradley promises that the pro- 
gram will work to be flexible this 
season, regarding student class 
schedules and job shifts. 

“I’m going to be here on Tues- 
days starting (February) 16th, 
maybe for 6 or 7 weeks, and in 
April I'll have a sign up for those 
who are interested,” Bradley said. 
“Even if it is just to meet kids and 
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show them what we do at prac- 
tice, I think that would be help- 
ful.” 

If you are interested in joining 
cross country or want to see what 
the program is all about, contact 


Coach Bradley at 978-556-3821 
or tbradley@necc.mass.edu. You 
can also contact Athletic Direc- 
tor Sue MacAvoy at smacavoy@ 
necc.mass.edu. 


Sports 
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NECC beats 
Quinsigamond 
77-67 after 
difficult stretch 


By KYLE BENson 
Sports Editor 

On Jan. 28, the NECC Knights 
basketball team was in danger of 
extending their three-game losing 
streak when they were set to take 
on Quinsigamond that night. Two 
nights before the Quinsigamond 
game, the Knights lost at home to 
Bunker Hill, 108-54. 

The 54 points NECC put up 
was their lowest score of the sea- 
son, so the Knights had to pick up 
their game quickly or risk a four- 
game losing streak. 

The night started off with a 
quiet crowd, maybe the lowest 
home attendance of the season, 
but people began to roll in after 


the tip-off. 

Coach Joe Tardif set the mood 
for the night, getting very fired 
up, which transferred to his team 
on the court. 

Matt Lynch began the scoring 
early, grabbing multiple points 
in just a few minutes. This was 
the second game in a row that 
Lynch started the scoring for the 
Knights. Lynch’s scoring helped 
the team get off to a quicker start 
compared to the past few games. 

As the game progressed, it 
was clear that Quinsigamond 
and NECC were a good matchup 
for each other. Both teams were 
around the same size and had 
similar skills. 

Later in the first half, in mid- 
air under the basket, Lynch hand- 
ed the ball off to Kevin Brito who 
followed it up with a nice layup. 

With 11:10 left, Quinsiga- 
mond player Julio Leon rolled his 
ankle and was on the ground for a 
significant amount of time. Leon 


ended up being carried off the 
court, then EMS came and carted 
him out of the building. 

At the end of the first half 
NECC led 39-31. 

Quinsigamond came into the 
second half with guns blazing. 
By 12:42, Quinsigamond tied the 
game 47-47 after a dominant se- 
quence. They took the lead soon 
after. 

The Knights started to right 
the ship after the 10 minute mark, 
with Matt Jameson leading the 
way. 

The Knights won the close 
game, 77-67. 

Dominic Dar continued his 
accurate free-throwing, scoring 
on 9 of his 10 attempts. 

Dar also led the team in scor- 
ing with 21 points. Jameson was 
right behind with 19 points. Trace 
Schaejbe scored 11 points off the 
bench. 
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Knights snap 3-game losing streak 
ee 


Coach Tardif pumping his team up. 


Photo by Sue MacAvoy 


NECC Basketball 2016 Pictures 
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Kevin Brito at the free throw line. 


KNIGHTS KNIGHT 
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Matt Lynch, Matt Jameson, Andres Hernandez and Kevin Brito being honored during Sophomore Recognition night. 
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Words can run in any direction, including 
diagonal, backwards and upside down 


ADMIRER CUPID KISSES 
ADORING DATING LOVE 
AFFECTION DINNER MOVIES 
ARROW ENGAGEMENTS PASSION 
BOYFRIEND FLOWERS PINK 

CANDY GIRLFRIEND PROPOSALS 
CHOCOLATE HEARTS ROMANCE 
COUPLES HOLIDAY SECRET 
COURTSHIP HUGS SWEETHEART 
CRUSH JEWELRY VALENTINE 
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‘Kung Fu Panda 3’ that rarest of 


films: 


Po proves me wrong 
once again - and I’m 


thrilled to say that 
By Jowr Meu! 
Copy Editor 

“Kung Fu Panda 3” 

Kak 

If you were to tell me back in 
2008 that not only was “Kung Fu 
Panda” going to be a great film, 
but followed up by two great 
sequels, I’m ashamed to say | 
would have laughed in your face. 

“What, that awful-looking car- 
toon with Jack Black?” I would 
have said. “That’s going to be 
a trilogy of great movies? You 
know Pixar’s not behind that, 
right?” 

I am, like any real lover of en- 
tertainment, more than happy to 
be wrong about my negative ex- 
pectations — just as I was when 
I watched the first film, finding it 
to be a warm-hearted and charm- 
ing piece with surprising visual 
splendor. And I’m thrilled to be 
wrong for a third time, my fear of 
sequels assuaged by this miracu- 
lously effective third installment 


If it suffers from anything, it’s the 
familiarity that comes with hav- 
ing two predecessors — but make 
no mistake, this cute little gem 
ends the series on a high note. 

Master Shifu (Dustin Hoff- 
man) announces his retirement, 
passing on the role of teacher to 
none other than our lovable ro- 
tund hero Po (Jack Black). 

Unfortunately, Po’s skills as a 
teacher prove to be lackluster at 
best, causing he and his friends to 
lose morale and worder exactly 
what he spent the last two films 
doing. 

Meanwhile, a new villain 
named Kai (J.K. Simmons) has 
stolen the chi of all the Masters in 
the Chinese Spirit Realm, allow- 
ing him to escape and wreak hay- 
oc in the mortal world once more 

If that weren’t complicated 
enough, who just so happens to 
show up at Po’s place? Why, his 
biological father Li Shan (Bryan 
Cranston), who tells 
him he comes from a “secret pan- 
da village” whose residents know 
the secret of channeling chi a 
technique that will be crucial in 
his battle against Kai. Thus Po, 


of course, 


triggering the jealousy of his 
adoptive father Mr. Ping (James 
Hong), decides to head to said 
village and begin training to take 
on the series’ first supernatural 
Big Bad. 

As usual, it’s the eventual con- 
frontation between Po and the 
baddie that feels the most oblig- 
atory in this film. 

While enjoying the goofy an- 
tics and adorable character devel- 


opment of the first two-thirds of 


the film, I found myself asking, 
“Can't we just skip the climax? 
We know he’s going to win any- 
way.” But this is a kids’ movie, 
of course, not a film for college 
students, so I can be a lot more 
forgiving of its tension-free de- 
nouement. Plus, those moments 
leading up to it really are ex- 
cellent, with this film providing 
perhaps the best character inter- 
actions since the first (Mr. Ping’s 
eventual friendship with Li Shan 
is downright adorable, as is just 
about every goofy panda charac- 
ter introduced during the village 
scenes). And there’s no question- 
ing the beauty of this entry, which 
outdoes its predecessors by a long 


a superior second sequel 
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Po (Jack Black) gets to know his father Li Shan (Bryan 
Cranston) in “Kung Fu Panda 3.” 


shot: this is one film that earns its 
extra few bucks for 3D effects, 
with any sequence set in the Spir- 
it Realm generating eye-popping, 
breathtaking visuals in ways a 
film titled “Kung Fu Panda 3” 
might not make you expect. If 
you’re looking for a new film to 
take the kids to this week — or 
hell, even your date if you’re 
feeling especially young and silly 


you’d be hard-pressed to find 
something more lighthearted and 
fun than this conclusion to anima- 
tion’s second-best trilogy (“Toy 
Story” is, of course, the best). 

I just hope DreamWorks can 
contain its excitement with the 
box office returns and spare us 
Kung Fu Panda 4. If they decide 
to go for it, I’ll instead hope they 
prove me wrong yet again. 


